^ THE SOUL OF THE WORLD               27
universe in its evolution is the self-picturing of God. God is diffused as the seminal principle throughout 62 the universe ; He is the Soul of the world, and the 68 world itself is God in process. The world, therefore, is in a sense a living creature. At its heart and circumference are purest fire ; between these circle the sun, the moon, and the five planets, whose ordered movements, as of seven chords, produce an eternal music, the < Music of the Spheres/ Earth, too, like the planets, is a celestial body, moving like them around the central fire.
By analogy with this conception of the universe 71 as the realisation of God, so also the body, whether of man or of any creature, is the realisation for the 72 time being of a soul.      Without  the body and  the life of the body, that soul were a blind and fleeting ghost.      Of. such unrealised souls there are many in various degrees and states ;   the whole air indeed is full of spirits,  who  are  the causes of  dreams  and omens.
Thus the change and flux that are visible in all 73 else are visible also in the relations of soul and body. Multitudes of fleeting ghosts or spirits are continually seeking realisation through union with bodies, passing at birth into this one and that, and at death issuing forth again into the void. Like wax which takes now one impression now another, yet remains in itself ever the same, so souls vary in the outward